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halters are useless; for not only will they serve in allowing
traction to be made on parts which actually present at the
inlet, but they can also be utilized in effecting those mutations
which are necessary in order to bring particular parts of
the young creature in front of the pelvic opening or through
the genital canal, and which the hand could not seize or
move.
It is no doubt true that the sharp or pointed crotchets have
certain disadvantages which must not be lost sight of, and
which lead to preference being given to the cords or halter
when they can be employed. In the first place, their intro-
duction into the uterus is not such an easy matter as it might
appear without trial or consideration; for the contractions of
this organ may paralyze the hand which carries the instru-
ment and cause it to escape, or its point to wound either the
mother or the operator. Their employment often produces
serious lesions in the body of the foetus, which are certainly of
no importance when it is dead, but may be of much conse*
quence should it be alive. Then, again, the tissues into which
they are implanted are not very firm or resisting, so that only
a moderate degree of traction can be expected from them,
and which is often insufficient to overcome the resistance that
prevents the birth of the foetus. In such a case, if, through
forgetfulness or maladroitness of the operator, the tissues
suddenly give way and the crotchet slips into the maternal
organs, serious, if not fatal, injuries may be inflicted; or the
hand or arm of the operator may be the part to suffer.
"In all cases where the head of the foetus is back," Cart-
wright says, "lam very partial to using the long sharp-
pointed hook in the orbit; even if the head is at the extreme
distance, with care we can insert it in the orbit and get the
head in the passage. Of course, it requires great care in
watching that the hook does not break loose and do mischief.
I have found that we may pull by the hook in the orbit with
great force, without tearing the skin of the calf, provided the
latter is not in a decomposed state. Prom my experience, I
can speak highly of the hooks; indeed, you cannot get the
head up without them sometimes." And in embryotomy they
may be most usefully resorted to for many purposes.
Reference will now be briefly made to the parts of